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A Day 
In the 
Life of a 
Hawaiian 
Lisa 


Dark, like the ocean depths from which 
the sparkling islands were thrust, the Hawaiian 
midnight greets the muu-muu.and aloha-shirt— 
clad haoles treading in rubber zoris on the 
shadowy soft Waikiki Beach.sand, the melia- 
adorned wahines with their yellow and white 
leis sweetening the Maui night, and the white- 
domed ka-ma-aina farmers stirring embers 
from spent luau fires on the Big Island. 

Far into the Polynesian night, one day ends 
and a new one begins. 

The forces gathering in and around the 
islands are strong this December night. There 
is a feeling of tension, of time’s mighty feet 
straining against the fabric of existence and 
the human mind, as if fantastically strong fet- 
ters could cause history to stand still. 

The Hawaiian midnight greets five dozen 
Pentax, Hasselblad, Cannon, and Nikon-tout- 
ing haoles, or foreigners, who have just risen 
for their appointment with the sacred and 
mysterious acts of photography. These haoles, 
who have traveled here from the four corners 
of the world, have been in paradise fora week, 
preparing for the event that commenced at 
midnight. They have names like Eddie Adams, 
Alon Reininger, Neal Ulevich, Jay Meisel, Dirck 
Halstead, Stephanie Maze, and Donna Fer- 
rato.. They call themselves. photojournalists. 
And in the next twenty-four hours they will do 
battle with gods, people; and the elements, 
pushing themselves in pursuit of the Picture. 


of Hawaiian Lisa (St. Mac -- Feb 1984) 


The Never-Ending Day 

On December 2, 1983, six of the seven main 
islands that comprise the state: of Hawaii 
became the sites of an. ambitious  interna- 
tional artistic project called A Day in the Life 
of Hawaii (DITLOHA). Intended as a -com- 
memoration of the state's twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of statehood, the project called for more 
than sixty professional photographers to ven- 
ture out on the same day and-record a-single 
twenty-four-hour period in the life of the fif- 
tieth state. 

A Day in the Life of Hawaii was.the inspi- 
ration of professional. photographer Rick 
Smolan, who had headed a similar project three 
years ago in Australia.. Working with compa- 
nies like BP Australia, Qantas Airlines, Wes- 
pac Bank, Apple Computer of Australia, Kodak 
of Australia, and the Australian Information 
Service, Smolan and fellow photographer Andy 
Park brought more than a hundred photogra- 
phers Down Under on March 6, 1981. A year 
later the world was treated to the remarkable 
book A Day in the Life of Australia. 

Picture editors from Newsweek, Geo mag- 
azine, and the London Sunday Times waded 
through the ninety-six thousand pictures taken 
on March 6 and chose 367 for A Day in the 
Life of Australia. Brief but illuminating cap- 
tions, several essays, small maps showing 
where and when each picture was taken, and 
biographies of the participants accompanied 
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Opposite page: Smolan uses LisaWrite (6 create a last-minute memo. to participants in-the Day in 
the Life of Hawait project. This page: the view from the Sheraton Waikiki, headquarters. of the 
DITLOHA project, and the hotel itself as seen from Waikiki Beach. 


tures arranged chronologically according to 
the time.of day when they were shot—is 
striking. 

Many photographs in A Day in the Life of 
Australia are timeless and beautiful, and the 
effort to capture the diversity of peoples and 
lifestyles in Australia was more than success- 
ful. But the real wonder and mystery of the 
book comes through when you realize that all 
367 pictures were shot'on the same day. The 
lack of a coherent impression of Australia is 
made up for by the spontaneous clarity of the 
visions taken as a whole, Smolan may not have 
realized his dream of making “the definitive 
statement about Australia,” as promised in the 
letter sent out to participants, but the book is 
much more than a collection of beautiful pic- 
tures. It has a depth that only one hundred 
artists working together could achieve. Time 
magazine called A Day in the Life of Australia 
“a Blakean work that allows readers to hold 
infinity in the palms of their hands and eter- 
nity in an hour” Life called -it, “Something 
strange and wonderful” 


Paradisiac Photography Project 
The Day in the Life of Hawaii team plans 


to produce a large format hardcover book from 
the photos taken on December 2, as well as 
a one-hour. TV documentary, a calendar 
including the best photographs from the proj- 
ect, and a traveling exhibition of museum- 
quality prints. Sponsored by First Hawaiian 
Bank, the Hawaiian Visitor's Bureau, and many 
others, the ongoing DITLOHA project has three 
main purposes: to create a superior photo- 
graphic document about Hawaii; to generate 
worldwide publicity, general interest; and 
increased tourist travel to Hawaii; and to 
involve Hawaiian citizens in a celebration of 
their state's twenty-fifth anniversary of 
statehood. 

A Day in the Life of Hawaii was not an easy 
event to coordinate. A hundred photogra- 
phers, picture editors, and other participants 
had to be flown to Hawaii, provided with hotel 
accommodations, transported around the 
islands, and flown back to their points of ori- 
gin. Though the art and science of photogra- 
phy were in the limelight, the event could not 
have taken place without the technology of 
computers, particularly Apple's Lisa. 

Yes, even paradise has computers, as well 
as 7-Elevens, struggling factories, and urban 
sprawl. The Honolulu phone book lists three 


ComputerLands of Hawaii on. the island of 


Oahu. 


But it was not on any ofthe islands that 
Smolan acquired the Lisa used in the Hawaiian 
project. At the time he obtained the machine, 
itbecame the orily Lisa onthe islands, imported 
from the mainland. It was, in effect, a haole 
machine. 

Neither Smolan nor his partner David Cohen 
bear much resemblance at first to the typical 
“Lisa user” that emerges from: the multimil- 
lion-dollar market research reports. And when 


| one sees them. working with the. machine— 


in a Waikiki Beach hotel room, wearing shorts, 
Tshirts, and sandals, with the balmy, pulsat- 
ing, hypnotic Polynesian air-and light pouring 
through the open windows—-Smolan and 
Cohen evoke thoughts of marble-tabled, crys- 
tal-ashtrayed, high-rise” corporate’ America 
about as much as Cheech and Chong evoke 
images of suave, sophisticated movie idols, 

There, in a Macadamia-sized_ nutshell, lies 
perhaps the most practical reason for the use 
of the Lisa in this exotic application: The Lisa 
gave Day in the Life of Hawaiithe appearance 
of a large organization, with lots of resources. 
This was. a glamorous. project, and it needed 
a glamorous computer. 

“With Sony, Kodak, and all the other spon- 
sors, we're looking at an investrnent of about 
$900,000,” Smolan says. “The Lisa makes us 
look: professional, while at the sarne time 
allowing us to be spontaneous and creative. 
It's important how we present ourselves to the 
sponsors.” 

At thirty-three, .Smolari .is a well-known 
photojournalist. A graduate of Dickinson Col- 
lege, he was. Time's chief. photographer in 
Eastern Asia and Australia, where he. con- 
ceived and produced several major stories. 
Smolan’s: photography has appeared in pub- 
lications.as varied as. National Geographic, 
Newsweek, Fortune, the New York Times, the 
London Sunday Times, Stern, Paris-Match, and 
Life, and he’s a past member of the interna- 
tional photojournalism agency Contact Press 
Images. Cohen, who was.a.coordinator of the 
Day in the Life of Australia-project,.was for- 
merly a director and managing editor at Con- 
tact Press Images. in. New York. A graduate of 
Yale, Cohen once served as an aide toa mem- 
ber of the British House of Commons and to 
the United States Ambassador to Sierra Leone, 
West Africa. 


Hands-On Down Under 

Smolan first became acquainted with 
microcomputers. while working on A Day in 
the Life of Australia: Once that project began 
to take shape, Apple Computer of Australia 
approached the group and donated a Hl Plus 
and alll. Smolan, who says he’s always enjoyed 
fooling around with gadgets, felt right at home 
working with the two machines. In.addition, 
says Smolan, Apple Computer .of Australia 
helped. train Smolan.and his staff to use the 
computers. 

After the Australian project was over, Smo- 
lan was invited to keep the Apples and has 
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The Day in the Life of Hawaii project demanded exterisive preplanning—and a morass of accompanying paperwork. LisaDraw and LisaWrite churned 
out some of the schedules, memos, and. newsletters pictured above. Each photo in the book’ A Day in the Life of Australia was accompanied by a map 
showing where and when the photo was taken; A Day in the Life of Hawaii will follow the same format. In the insert-at upper-left, Smotlan 
(foreground) and DITLOHA participants relax at a wind-down luau the day after the event. The black-and-white photos were taken by Smotan, 


DITLOHA’S Maggie Steber, and some of the project’s. participants. 


since become involved in many aspects of 
computing, especially telecommunications. 
When the time came for Smoian to begin the 
complicated and lengthy preparation of A Day 
in the Life of Hawaii, he took his Apples to 
Oahu and resolved to see if he could get a 
Lisa. From everything he'd read, Lisa seerned 
to be a sound investment. He had to travel to 
Cupertino, California, to get the machine. 
Working out of a fourth-floor suite in the 
Sheraton Waikiki, Smolan and the DITLOHA 
staff produced bulletins, reports, assignment 
sheets, and other paperwork in the hectic 
months before December 1983. The office was 
equipped with typewriters, three Wang word 
processors, the Lisa with a dot-matrix printer, 


an Apple Ill, and a Ile. 

Six software programs came with the Lisa 
and Smolan’s group made use of all but one— 
LisaGraph-—relying most on LisaList, Lisa- 
Draw), and LisaWrite. \f ever there was a situ- 
ation in which a single computer could make 
or break an operation, this would seem to have 
been it. The distinction between simple sur- 
vival and survival with class, so to speak, is 
undeniable. A Day in the Life of Hawaii wanted 
something special, a machine a cut above the 
class of common working computers. 

The task of organizing the myriad bits of 
information crucial to the successful move- 
ment of one hundred people to and from 
Hawaii fell upon LisaList. Smolan appreciated 


LisaList’s ability to allow a practically limitless 
number of fields. A fact sheet was developed 
for each participant, photographer, or picture 
editor totaling some one hundred records— 
with each record containing fifty-two items of 
information. 

Each participant's fact sheet contained such 
data as address, employer (if any), phone 
number, hotel, and airline. Also listed was such 
particular information as make of camera, type 
of film, roommate, assigned area, and trans- 
portation while on the islands, The database 
consisted of a total of ten thousand pieces of 
information, and Smolan was. pleased with 
LisaList’s performance in assembling it all into 
a manageable form. 
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Polynesian Processing 

LisaWrite. produced many of the shorter 
memos, while the Wangs took care of the larger 
documentation tasks; Atone point, DITLOHA 
supplied newsletters and.other paperwork to 
the participating photographers and their staffs, 
the press, picture editors, sponsors, and local 
residents, organizations, and businesses. 
“We're not a regular publishing company,’ says 
Smolan. “We have no overliead and can’t afford 
the time and money to train people.” The Lisa, 
versatile and easy to use, helped DITLOHA 
keep pace with the demand. 

When the project ‘began, only Smolan, 
Cohen, and DITLOHA office mariager Bill Pea- 
body had any experience using computers. 
Most other staffers got their first’ hands-on 
experience with the Lisa. Srnolan says the icon- 
based. software appealed to those “who. had 


STMAC 


never seen a computer before. Also, the dis- 
play is easy on the eyes.” 

A graphics enthusiast, Smolan-often sits a 
photographer friend down in front of the Lisa 
and. encourages him to play around with 
LisaDraw. Smolan and Cohen used LisaDraw 
to. create: the graphics on the letterheads of 
DITLOHAs bulletins and newsletters. 

“You know, the big problem with LisaDraw 
is that you can keep changing forever what 
you're working on,” Smolan confesses. 

Smolan says the Lisa is his “favorite com- 
puter,” though some of its features. are not 
entirely to his liking. For example, he.assesses 
LisaWrite as “terrible for word processing.” Yet, 
once he has finished entering text'and started 
to use the mouse/pointer and icons to exper- 
iment with different typefacés and layouts, 
Smolan finds.the program-quite handy. 

“There were times,” says Smotan, “when 
people would have to stand in line to use Lisa. 
We could have used two or three more of them. 
People tended to gravitate toward it” 


With Six You Get LisaRolls 

David Cohen used LisaCalc to keep track 
of DITLOHAS: finances. LisaProject handled 
planning and. coordinating. all. the various 
arrangements. Many aspects of the project were 
interdependent, and LisaProject helped A Day 


inthe Life of Hawaii manage its tight schedules. 


Everything went as expected until the eve- 
ning of December 1) An’ ominous weather 


_ forecast, predicting showers, was countered 


with a ‘solemn ti-leaves-and-gin offering on the 
roof of the Sheraton Waikiki before midnight. 

The sun rose at 6:54 a.m. in Honolulu. By 
noon. the temperature had climbed from the 
high sixties to the high eighties. The wind dur- 
ing the day was a gentle but persistent ten to 
twenty miles per hour. Occasional showers 
materialized and white fluffy. clouds. filled the 
sky off and on during the day, but no.rain. of 
great consequence fell on December 2, 1983. 

For most of the participating photogra- 
phers, A Day in the Life of Hawaii provided a 
welcome. change from..the. battlefields of 
Lebanon, the high courts of the world’s lead- 
ers, anid the glitter of show business. Here was 
a chance to shoot the very substance of the 
human experience on Hawaii--the sky, ocean, 
flesh, and earth of paradise. 


The Best-Laid Bombs 

Israeli photographer. Alon. Reininger. of 
Contact Press Images. was a victim of one of 
the afterrioon’s few major foul-ups. Reininger 
and several other photographers set up their 
equipment inthe Maqua Valley on Oahu where 
the army said ten thousand pounds of explo- 
sives would bé detonated at 2:00. Without 
warning, the explosives were set off at 1:50. 
A local-KITV. crew got shots of a large cloud 
of smoke. rolling up the mountains with an 
overcast ‘sky inthe background. Reininger 
commented, “There was no color. It was pretty 
gray anyway." 

National Geographic photographer Dan Dry 
had a minor car accident and found himself 


59 


in the custody of the Molokai constabulary for 
a couple of hours. Another photographer, Dirck 
Halstead, tried to reach the forbidden island 
of Niihau. This island is privately owned by 
the royal family of Hawaii and has not been 
photographed in more than fifty years. Hal- 
stead first tried to get an invitation; when that 
attempt was met with a resounding “no,” he 
tried to rent a helicopter—without success. 
Niihau truly is forbidden, unless one is invited, 
and mysterious are the ways that haoles are 
kept from its shores. 

Filmmaker Gordon Parks. directed:a five- 
man tearn-—including some photographers- 
turned-video cameramen—for-the TV docu- 
mentary film. 

Two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning still pho- 
tographer Stan Foreman followed National 
Geographic's. Jodi Cobb into Kapiolani Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, where they both recorded the 
first birth of the day. David Burnett, who has 
won. ‘numerous awards: including the Over- 
seas Press Club's Gold Medal! for his coverage 
of the aftermath of the Chilean-coup d'etat in 
1973, used a Sony Beta-Cam unit to shoot Black 
Star’s Robin Moyer in Makawao on Maui. Flor- 
ida-based TV. cameraman Frank Beecham 
caught the action at a Waikiki new-wave disco 
with celebrity photographer Dana Fineman of 
Sygma Photos. 

The project participants: weren't the only 
ones shooting pictures on December 2. Kodak 
and a local newspaper, the Honolulu: Adver- 
tiser, sponsored the DITLOHA Photo Contest. 
Ten winners will have their photographs pub- 
lished in A Day inthe Life of Hawait. At times 
the amateurs made. it tough for the official 
DITLOHA photographers. Pulitzer Prize—win- 
ner Neal Ulevich showed up atthe Honolulu 
fish market. at 5:30-a.m:, only to find that he 
had been scooped “by six. amateur 
photographers. 

Other than a few minor problems, Decem- 
ber 2, 1983, ended with all goals met and most 
photographers happy and tired. Having spent 
months looking forward to the project and a 
week on the-islands researching the subject 
matter, the participants had few complaints 
about how the appointed day unfolded. 

Starting around noon the next day, the 
photographers. congregated at the Sheraton 
Waikiki to drop off their used rolls of film and 
go through debriefing sessions. That evening 
the whole assemblage---photographers, pic- 
ture editors, and organizers-—made their way 
in groups beyond Diamond Head's fractured 
crater to Maunalua Bay and a luau—-complete 
with Polynesian-style barbecued chicken, 
Tahitian dancers, and a blazing open fire. The 
sight of some of the gatherings better-known 
participants, such as Time's picture editor 
Arnold Drapkin, swishing and swooshing with 
bronze-skinned islanders: brought howls. of 
merriment and many flashing cameras. 

The impromptu showing of pictures taken 
by Smolan and other participants during their 
week in Hawaii: typified the warmth of the 
gathering of friends. Let no one believe that 
photographers don't have definite ideas about 
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A Davy in the Life of Hawail’s Jenniler Envit shoots in the sart at Waikikt 


Photo by Rick Smolan 


how the captions under their pictures should 
read. This somewlhiat rowdy, mildly tipsy group 
of exhausted photojournalists savored the hazy 
Pacific night sky, swapping stories of Hawaii 
and the wide world beyond. 

“These people are all good friends and 
watch out for each other,” says Smolan. “Two 
weeks after they all left Hawaii, we got a phone 
call from. New. York. Many. of the same. group 


of photographers had gathered at a-party.and 
cealled-to say hello. Forty people must. have 
gotten on the line. These people travel eleven 
months out-of the year. When they meet up, 
they live together.” 


Midwinter Book Report 
As of late December, the first round of pie- 
ture editing for A Day in the Life-of Hawaii had 


resulted: in: five hundred: photographs, from 
which the final three hundred: and fifty or so 
will be culled. Smolan says.the “pics are fan- 
tastic,”” The book will appear in stores in August, 
published by Workman Publishing in'New York. 
Smolan says the book will follow the same 
format as the Australian volume. The finished 
produet, like-A Day. in: the: Life-of Australia, 
will undoubtedly evoke a mixture of responses 
from those who. experience it. 

Off the shore of Oahu, the sun’set behind 
a puff of clouds. over a dark blue-sea. The 
Hawaiian night came alive in all of its spar- 
kling, then hazy, soothing, invigorating-—always 


_- changing-—mystery. The haoles continued their 


quest until the clocks chimed midnight. Weary, 
spent like. the once-mighty waves that gently 
moisten Waikiki Beach, the sea of photogra- 
phers flowed back to their hotels for much- 


_ needed rest. 


Ithad been a magical day and an ordinary 
day-at the same time. In Tops coffee shop on 
Kalakau Avenue, one could feel the magic. In 
the faces of the joggers on Kahala Avenue one 
could see the magic. In Pearl Harbor, on Maui, 
Molokat, Lanai, Kauai, and the Big Island, in 
space—-where shuttle astronauts took pic- 
tures of each other and of the islands as they 
passed overhead—and in the sea, the mana 
this day was strong. with the native islanders 
and their haole guests. For a day, time stopped, 
and the world turned its sleepy head to peer 
through light and-dark glasses into the soul 
of paradise. ER 
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